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Mollies (Poecilia) were used to determine if familiarization had an effect on mating preferences
in females as well as males. Mollies were obtained from two separate stores and were placed in
separate holding tanks where familiarization was allowed to occur. The male/female pairs were
prevented from actual physical contact by using window screening as barriers during a specified
amount of time. The male/female pairs were then placed into an observation tank along with an
unfamiliar molly (either a male or female to create male-male-female or female-female-male
groups) to see who would mate with whom. Statistics showed that there was a difference in the
influence of familiaization in mate selection. Females chose to mate with unfamiliar males while
males chose to mate with familiar females.

Summary Statement  (In one sentence, state what your project is about.)

The goal of my project was to see if the influence of familiarization had an effect on mate selection
preferences in mollies (Poecilia).
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