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Objectives/Goals Abstract \)
| heard of an intertidal animal, the ow! limpet, that was at risk due tg-posching, &ud | ted to learn more

about this species. Owl limpets start out
juvenile with no gender, and gradually grow to become male and{| #
S0 Size-selective poaching leads to a skewed popul ation with ngte
documented two areas at the Point Loma Tide Pools, pQe with ™
with fewer (~20,000 annually), to seeif there was a i
limpets. | collected data both in the middle tide zone, as |

Methods/M aterials
By documenting 1,500 grid squares in 60 half-metend
middle tide zone and 171 in the high tide zone.
owl limpetsin each grid square. | did thisin bg

Results
Surprisingly, there was no statistically signi QifferenceNy/sizes or numbers of owl limpets between
Zones 1 and 2. However, there w ignifi s ence in sizes between the high and middle tide
zones. The percentage of mature owr i Ong 2 (with fewer visitors) had more mature owl

limpets than Zone 1. The high .
zones. | think this could mea i ecruitment in the high tide zone; more juvenile owl

Conclusiong/Discussion
It seems that at Point Loma,
the ow! limpet populatiqn. I ause Point Lomais protected and visitors here learn
educate visitors, we C
done to help these delj

pets. Progress is being made, but more work needsto be

ent. This showsthat if we protect more intertidal areas and

Summary t
| found he Loma Tlde Pools, human intrusion does not seem to have a significant effect on
the owl [im |ons

Help Received

My science teacher Ient me some materials, and my mother drove me to the tide pools. Two marine
biologists at Cabrillo National Monument gave me helpful advice as well aslong term datato compare
my results to.
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