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AN

farmers to use water for growing plants more efficiently.
Methods/Materials

Materials - 800 sg foot Marathon grass, Lab Colorimeter (FR

moisture meter, manually controlled sprinkler

I Abstract
Objectives/Goals
This project's main goal ways to help deal with California's drough Qi aysjoj homeowners and

er, WR-10), Vigoro

were experimentally

Methods - Color, moisture, and appearance levels associ
needed to be watered, and

determined. These levels were then used to determine wh
water savings with each method cal cul ated.

Results
Soil moisture levels and quantitative levels of green

grass needed to be watered, followed by visual ipSpeciqQn. & methods used between 25 to 35
percent of the water used when setting the spri Ra Mqndard timer using municipal watering
guidelines.

Conclusions/Discussion
Both colorimetry and moisture ser@ INhSSNge of water to grow grass when compared to visual
inspection alone. Thislargely confifm < 83t moi sture sensors would be the superior

method. All methods of obser
the optimal method for resideR
islikely the superior method for s
using better watering guidelines.

setting a sprinkler timer. Moisture sensors are
ey areinexpensive and easy to use, while colorimetry
. California could save billions of gallons per year

/N

Summary ent N
My projagt | i the effect of using color sensors, soil moisture levels, and visua appearance to
determine needs to be watered.

Help Received N
The staff at Southland Sod Company assisted me with watering and grass care advice.
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