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Introduction:  Identification of suspects involved in crimes is often based on eyewitness testimony.  Eyewitnesses often
choose the wrong suspect, so instead of the real criminal being identified, an innocent person is sent to jail.  This is
somewhat understandable, because most of the time the eyewitness is trying to focus on how to get out of the situation
rather than on what the criminal looks like.  Studies done on the accuracy of eyewitness testimony have been done using
male suspects.
Objective:  This science project was designed to test eyewitness testimony when a female #suspect# was involved in a
crime.  
Material and Methods:  A crime was reenacted and video taped.  The #eyewitness# test subjects watched the twenty
second video and then filled out questionnaires about what they had observed.  A mock photo line-up was also shown to
see if they could accurately identify the #suspect.#  One of the things being observed during the testing was to see if it there
was any connection between a male identifying a female versus a female identifying a female.
Results:  The results collected from this study indicated that 46% of the eyewitnesses were able to accurately identify the
correct suspect.  Gender of the eyewitness did not seem to be significant in the accurate identification of the suspect
because 49% of the male eyewitnesses correctly identified the female suspect while 43% of the female eyewitnesses
correctly identified the female suspect.  (It was decided a difference of less than 10% was not significant.)  Also discovered
in this study was that eyewitnesses# perceptions of the age, build, and clothing of the suspect were quite variable.  
Discussion:  These findings show that eyewitness accuracy isn#t very reliable, and eyewitness identification should be used
extremely cautiously in the investigation and trial of real-life suspects in order to prevent innocent people from being
convicted.

Summary Statement  (In one sentence, state what your project is about.)

This project tested accuracy of eyewitness identification, which was found to be only 46% of 137
#eyewitnesses.#
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