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The objective of my project was to learn what it is in pineapple that makes it dissolve gelatin
and to find out if there are any other plants with this same effect.  To do so I tested pineapple
and other plants as well as chemicals that are found in plants (an acid, a starch, a sugar, and an
oil).  I placed replicates of these test substances on pieces of gelatin for 24 hours and noted the
state of the gelatin at the end of the test period.  When I found a plant that dissolved gelatin I
boiled two pieces and froze two pieces of it, then tested these pieces on gelatin for 24 hours. I
did this to test to see if there were enzymes that were melting the gelatin. I looked for indicators
of the presence of an enzyme because nothing had happened to the gelatin when it was tested
with oil, sugar, starch, or acid.  I concluded that there were enzymes in pineapple, papaya, kiwi,
and gingerroot that were dissolving the gelatin.

Summary Statement  (In one sentence, state what your project is about.)

What is in fresh pineapple that dissolves gelatin and do other plants also do this?
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