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Objective or Goal: My objective was to learn what affect phosphate fertilizer has on freshwater plants. I
believe that the phosphates will stimulate algae growth and eventually suffocate the anachris plants.

Materials and Methods: Into four twelve-ounce jars was placed lake water and one strand of anachris plant.
One jar was left with no phosphate fertilizer. Into the others were put increments of fertilizer as follows: one-
half teaspoon, one teaspoon, and two teaspoons. Observations were made over a three-week period.

Results: As the weeks went on, many changes occurred. The water in the one-half, one and two teaspoon jars
were tainted blue from the fertilizer. The algae growth in the phosphate-enriched jars was a great deal larger
than in the control jar. The algae growth did suffocate the plants within two and a half weeks.

Conclusion/Discussion: I proved my hypothesis correct. The phosphate-enriched jars stimulated algae growth
and suffocated the anachris plant. After conducting this experiment, I have a new understanding of why it is
important to pay attention to what the runoff from farmers’ fields and sewage treatment plants contain.

Summary Statement  (In one sentence, state what your project is about.)

My project is about what effect phosphate fertilizer has on freshwater plants.
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