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When going to find the perfect gift for a friend or relative, have you ever found the prices at stores too high?  Or
have you ever not even been able to find the gift in-stock at the local stores? The vast world of online shopping
may have just what you are looking for.  For my Science Fair Project, I decided to explore the World Wide Web
and what it has to offer for bargain hunters and last minute gift givers.  Since the early 1990s, when the Internet
developed into the phenomenon it is today, online shopping has been getting bigger and bigger, thanks to it#s
factory pricing and calm, relaxed, and at-home atmosphere that lets you shop around for computers in your
pajamas. Since the Internet is in millions of homes across the country, many people have one question on their
mind: Is it really cheaper to shop online?  Until now, that question has not been researched or looked into very
deeply, which is why I decided to cover this topic for my project.  To test my hypothesis that online would be
cheaper, I went to stores with cheap prices, found an item, recorded the price, and then went online to compare
that item.  I then recorded the online prices of 5 different web stores for that one item to see just how much
cheaper which would be and why.  I recorded the prices of cds, clothes, books, videos, and other items popular
in the web domain.  This is one of the first tests of online shopping and hopefully it will open peoples# eyes to
the possibilities of the internet.

Summary Statement  (In one sentence, state what your project is about.)

The exploration of if shopping on the internet is cheaper than in stores.

Help Received in Doing Project (e.g. Mother helped type report; Neighbor helped wire board; Used lab equipment at
university X under the supervision of Dr. Y; Participant in NSF Young Scholars Program) See Display Regulation #8 on page 4.

Mother drove me to the stores where i was able to record the in-stores prices.


