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Objective: The assumption that having a boyfriend or a girlfriend will increase favorable assessment of
attractiveness and social desirability among 8th grade boys and girls was tested. The goal of the experiment was
to investigate some of the factors that affect social development among adolescents.
Materials and Methods: Participants viewed photographs of teenage boys and girls in either a couples setting
or as singles and then rated each person in the photographs on a 9-point scale for attractiveness and the
likelihood of wanting to make friends with that person. An independent groups design was used and all
participants viewed photographs of the same people, only the setting (couples or singles) was varied.
Photographs were presented in a counterbalanced order to control for serial effect biases.
Results: Comparison of means across conditions suggests no significant differences in attractiveness or
desirability ratings, whether the person evaluated was in a couples or singles setting. Therefore, the hypothesis is
not supported by these data. Mean ratings ranged from 2.46 to 5.93 for all measures with no mean difference
exceeding 0.98.
Conclusions: The researcher expected that the participants in the couples group would give higher ratings of
attractiveness and social desirability than the singles group, but no significant differences between conditions
were found.  Post hoc analysis suggests that participants were more likely to give a favorable rating on the
social desirability scale then on the attractiveness scale, regardless of condition, suggesting that 8th graders are
more interested in friendship than romance.

Summary Statement  (In one sentence, state what your project is about.)

This is an experiment to test the assumption that having a boyfriend or a girlfriend will increase
assessment of attractiveness and social desirability.
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