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The purpose of this experiment was to discover if the Aggregating Anemone, Anthopleura elegantissima, is
able to chemically detect where in the water a food source is located.  The hypothesis was that the anemones
that were not fed would move in the direction of those that were.

     To determine this, two tanks were set up, each containing six anemones.  The clonal form of A.
elegantissima was used.  In one tank all six A. elegantissima were fed, in the other, only those on one side of the
tank.  The movement of the anemones was recorded daily using a coordinate system.  There were three tests,
each consisting of five days.

     The results were not expected: the anemones that were fed moved quite a bit more than those that weren#t;
in fact, the anemones that were not fed barely moved at all.

     The experiment did not say anything conclusive about the chemical sensing abilities of anemones.  Perhaps
the experiment could have been set up differently to isolate the different behaviors (sensing food, moving in
response to starvation, etc.) and by doing so be able to better determine what the anemones were capable of.  It
seems from the results that, despite research that seemed to indicate otherwise, the anemones were not able to
sense the presence of food.

Summary Statement  (In one sentence, state what your project is about.)

The movement of Anthopleura elegantissima (anemones) in respones to a food stimulus.
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