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Obj ectives/Goals Abstract
This experiment tested whether or not having realistic background gaoms
the Ponzo illusion. The Ponzo illusion is afamous method to shoy jrew
size of things. The hypothesis was that background that incr
saw, such asrailroad tracks, would increase the strength of the
suggest no depth will weaken the effect of theillusio

Methods/Materials

eaSey

order. Three showed the Ponzo illusion with realistic backrquiss, and the stimul presented the illusion

with aplain background. The subjects were asked tg/ram™s 8 the bottom of the page that they
perceived to be the same length as the reference lingfg s{_ i pusion. Then the difference of the
two lines was recorded measured to the closest tentAdf a cen

Results
After all the data were recorded, and put into pg s data sheets, the hypothesis was proved to be
correct. Intwo of the three stimuli presenting cRgQuNnd the effect was considerably stronger

Conclusiong/Discussion
This information proves that the Po Size constancy, the way we perceiveillusions
by using size and depth cues. * ™\fl ots and railroad engineersin particular when

they seethisilluison whilefl S [ s\(rains along the railroad tracks.

than the stimuli showi ng aplain b?rond. ~

Summary t
Thispr er or not real istic backgrounds affect the strength of the Ponzo illusion.
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college psychology classes to use his students as subjects. My dad helped me understand my data and my
mom helped me arrange my poster board.
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