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Objectives/Goals Abstract
My project was to determine which soil retains the most water. M
retained by the soil under the pull of gravity (field capacity) My gépe
believe sand and gravel will retain the least water because they havye

researched water retention in soil physics| found that the largg ore rapidly the water€
will drain.
Methods/Materials O

| collected seven soil samples from various locations. B ity Nysity were calculated from the

Volumetric water content was calculated by divi d| nd , by the soil by the volume of soil.

Gravimetric water content was calculated by di ] s{fhe water retained by the dry weight

of the soil.
Results

For the seven soils measured the av

The soils with the highest values

smaller particles (garden soil,
average volumetric water co
potting soil, sand, and subsoil.
gravimetric water content ranged
potting soil. The lowest were g
Conclusionsg/Discussion

g coarser grain soils. Water was retained in these small air
jef is an important property of soilsthat affects plant growth an€

Summary

ent
aézhﬂ/ ction of soil type and an important property of soils that affects plant growth and

Water r
suitability sites.
Help Received N

father helped collect soil and conduct experiment. US Geological Survey provided balance, graduated
cylinders, mother took pictures

Ap2/02



	22575

