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Objectives/Goals
We wished to discover what materials we could rub with plastic strips to produce easily observed static
charges. Our intention was to identify those materials that would produce the strongest charges.

Methods/Materials
We used scissors to cut 5 cm. by 20 cm. strips of plastic from a clear plastic report folder. These strips
were rubbed with various materials    and then checked for static charge.  The charge indicator was a large
paper clip standing upright in a walnut size piece of modeling clay.  After rubbing, the plastic strips were
brought near the paper clip. It was noted if the clip moved, or if there was an electric discharge. Each
material tested was tested multiple times.

Results
Our measurements indicate that not all materials produce the same amount of static charge when rubbed
with plastic. Some materials do not produce any charge that is detectable using our method of detection.

Conclusions/Discussion
Different materials produce different strengths of static charge when rubbed with plastic. We learned
which materials of those tested we can rub with plastic to produce static charges measurable by our
method and which ones of those tested produce the most static charge.

Our project measures  static charges produced by rubbing test materials with plastic strips.

Our families provided project materials and encouragement.  Mr Singleton provided opportunity for us to
work together and direction on how to construct our display.
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