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Obj ectives/Goals Abstract
The Gulf of Mexico oil spill was ahot topic in the news this past yea concerns about

deaths of many animals and settled to the bottom of the ocean flopy. WEO my experiment was
to create and examine several Gulf-like environments to discoy iI"akgerkd decomposition and/or
specimen imprints.
Methods/M aterials
To begin my experiment, | predicted that adding crude oil{o™s i psimilar to the Gulf would
slow decomposition rates and yield better imprints. ing fifd)
combinations of dirt, sand, crude oil, and ocean wate "JEN YD Q smulate an environment similar
to the Gulf of Mexico area. | conducted threetrials .a '
chicken bones. Observationa and quantitative measy

til 12 December. After four weeks, |

levels existed.
Results
After analyzing my datatables, ch S Qund that the presence of crude oil inan

environment tended to slow decomp ctors are favorable, it is possible that such an
environment could form acl Qd B .

Conclusiong/Discussion
All other conditions willing, intrdg ) Jn environment could decrease decomposition rates
and increase the chances of creatingyg iM or sand. Thisinformation may suggest that areas

Summary

Thisex
imprints (

ent
W shows that the presence of 100% crude oil slows decomposition and may improve
l£ation) in certain environments.

Help Received
Feedback from parents science teacher, school judges, and county judges.

Ap2/11



	31886

