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Objectives/Goals Abstract \
To investigates English phonological change (CaliforniaVVowel Shifgs Areghjn the past twenty
years, and attempts to explain the causes of the sound change andfgas variation.

Methods/M aterials
10 femal e adult speakers (age 35+) and 10 female adolescent g
subjects read aword list containing sample tokens of Al vowel
record a sociolinguistic interview for conversational [
are manually transcribed and then phonetically aligned wi
vowels of interest are extracted via script, and after hand-

8y are recorded. The

ly, certain speakers

al environment. All recordings
Nt tools. Tokens containing
ection, formant measurements
vowel. These measurements are

then normalized via a modified Watt and Fabricius ffrgCeth ' two-sample t-test is performed to
compare the mean normalized vowel formant valueddf the twsgpBker groups.

Results
The majority of the vowelsinvolved in the Cal' omi Wl Shift have a statistically significant

k Y/ and /ow/ in post-coronal environments,

sanNeuvironments. Other developed features, such asthe
low back merger, are also present, b t FAOY No d| endes between the age groups. Furthermore, within
speakers themselves, the quali deACross contexts. While the vowel quality tended
to remain consistent for adult d conversational data, for the teens, the vowel shift
was more advanced in their convs D¥hier words, social context does have an effect on
extent and the quality of vowel shi

Conclusiong/Discussion

owel Shift. It suggests that the changeis socially dri\;en,
ine the exact mechanism.

igates English phonological change in the San Francisco Bay Areain the past 20
ertain vowel qualities shift, and attempts to explain why language is evolving.
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