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Obj ectives/Goals Abstract
This project is concerned with the question of how to effectively prars

Methods/Materials
A series of experiments with agroup of 60 subjects ranging frgf
one-to-one basis. Subjects were randomly assigned t
process praise, and person praise. The experiments

With math problem-solving tasks, 96% of the procesyfraSssusiectspreferred more difficult tasks upon
successful completion of atask. In contrast, the per "‘m-" 39% and the group in neutral
feedback had 46%. Similar results were found with | ONQSKs: 92% for the process praise
group, 33% for the person praise group, and 36% Qelitral feedback. For other dependent
measures, the percentage of subjects who initi BRI TNQUIty in completing certain tasks but

nonethel ess kept trying was 62% for the progsg

for the group in neutral feedback. A the end\f tf

growth mindset in relation to attri@

in neutral feedback. The results are rob esPect tyariations in task type and grade level. A

particular unique finding reveghed that ps yence for harder tasks is uniformly stronger with

math problems than with puzAgs agoss al [ ad®™evels. Thisis astrong indication of the pursuit for a

learning goal, because math prob e opgortunities for increased learning than puzzles.
Conclusions/Discussion

Subjects having preferenc&s f o '

Summary ent N
My findgss{{er port for the beliefs held by educators that praise for effort makes kids better
motivated, NQr dent, and more inclined to tackle challenges.
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Mrs. Spracher at Monte Vista Elementary School generously supported and helped in obtaining
permission, coordinating time, and arranging proper places for conducting the experiments; Professor
Charness and Professor Vespa at UCSB offered helpful guidance during the early stage of this project.
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