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Objectives/Goals Abstract \)
On the way to school one morning, and | saw a group of unusual |ogkmepi [ yerhead. They had
alarge wingspan, and an odd shaped beak. | told my science teachyasqui™ id they were
probably a migratory species of water bird called the White-faceq |fois. d, | saw more groups
of these birds flying in the same general direction, around the gas . gt to document my
findings. | wondered if the birds would be consistent j_{ S{erns, or would their activity be
unpredictable. | hypothesized that the number of |b|&b 8y significantly, and their

direction of travel might differ. | also believed that the 1bi
the weather conditions might impact their flight patterns.
Methods/M aterials

e same general time, but that

| recorded the date, time, location the birds were obgey/ cks, number of birds per flock,
number of birds, their flight direction, weather condjt yre (°C/°F) and humidity levels.
During the time | was documenting my observajyo y(d some ax@Aional fieldwork. | visited lakesin

search of where the Ibis may have been drawn fo/a Wand did some additional research on where the
Ibis had recently been seen. The lakes | visitgs Qe Lake, Buena Vista Lagoon, Libby Lake,
and Whelan Lake. | met various #bigders# WK ith the lagoons or lakes, and | found lots
of evidence of where the Ibis mig i
Results
On daysthat | observed the Wjige-faceONI SNG eSOl 49 birds were seen daily, however | observed
many more on some days, ev any as" R0 de morning. For those days, the average number of birds
per flock observed was 16. Fin t b
observation days were 20, 30, 45 6
Conclusions/Discussion
Through my observations, | ¢fs %9 bis seemed to fly in only one direction in the morning,
(east), and fly west in the evéni Mg where they reside during the nighttime. The evidence |
collected supported the theory tNgf tife | bisfarg probably flying to Pala Lake from Whelan Lake. Also, they
are using the San Luis iwQrb de to lead them to Pala. Weather did not appear to make a
differencein their fli

Summary . N

Faced Ibisthat | saw near my home would be consistent in their flight patterns, or

if their acti™ be unpredictable and | discovered that there was a significant pattern.

Help Received N
My mom drove me to various lakes to observe birds; my science teacher let me borrow various of
scientific equipment for the observation process; the caretaker of Whelan Lake allowed me to observe on
private grounds; a member of the Buena Vista Audubon Society told me about her observations.
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