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Objectives/Goals Abstract \)
The globally distributed Ediacara biotais comprised of the oldest maeresgopi yjsths on Earth. They

organismsto be

fungi, arthropods, echinoderms, extinct phyla and other organi@ Project examines the

extinct genera bilaterally symmetrical Spriggina and 8 tOngonstrain their biology and ecology
through the testing of three hypotheses. 1) that th ' W atetrically like modern
bilaterian organisms and the genus Spriggina added segméntsy X Sygmented organisms; 2) that
these organisms has size frequencys similar to those of modsgp teQti reproducing marine

different materials and thus exhibit
different types of deformations.
Methods/M aterials
To test these hypotheses, length, width, frequengy Q NgyOrmation of each specimen of the two
genera were measured from rubber latexes thatfiyérexaoN
Results
Data show that the genus Parvancorjna exhifs
invertebrates. The genus Spriggi ng
t

\a linear growth line indicating isometric growth.
Thisisnot found in marine invertel '

_a very uncommon method of growth. Both taxa

have right skewed size frequer S{Avith continuous reproduction.  Segment
insertion in Sprigginais surp: 8] by size. Finally, Parvancorina was more commonly
deformed than Spriggina.

Conclusions/Discussion
These data demonstrate that al

Summary

0 enigmatic 550 may extinct generain order to test their possible affinities with
modern bil

Help Received N
This project was conducted with the help of both the University of California Riverside Geology
Department.
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