CALIFORNIA SCIENCE & ENGINEERING FAIR
2018 PROJECT SUMMARY

Name(s) Proj ect ber
KaylaH. Brewer

AN 38251

Project Title
The Effects of Visual Distraction on Recall

. Abstract
ObjectivesGoals \}
| visited the Museum of Science in Boston and came across an expgs on attention span.

mpair the ability to
comprehend and memorize information. Based upon on my regé et distractions, even

small ones, might impair the ability to comprehend
Methods/Materials

124 test subjects parti cipated in grades 5 through 8. |

responseformsl created. | collected and analy
Results
The mean number of words remembered by sartisi e shown the video was significantly
fewer than the number of wordsr 7 pants just shown the word list alone. Participants
shown the word list alone scored an gher in fifth grade, 38.0% higher in sixth grade,
17.8% higher in seventh and 14 W, [
words remembered ranged frdq NS ds remembered!
Conclusiong/Discussion
Overall, the findings supported OO
impact on the brain's focus. At/ sle el there were significantly more words recalled by those
who viewed the word list wi IO [ , the i [ [
appeared to be even greater it Subients (the fifth and sixth graders) than with seventh and
' VS h graders were still greatly affected.

Y

Ing the effects of visual distractions on the ability to memorize and recall

Help Received N
My science teacher assisted me in testing the classes. | graded and recorded all tests myself.
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