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Objectives/Goals Abstract \

Basic color terms can be defined as words representing awide set Q
terms differ from language to language. The goal of this project wé

Methods/Materials
Data from the World Color Survey, which collected ipQrmati otnQn dQlor term usage in 110 world
languages, were analyzed using the Mathematicall g methodology was used to
compare coI or charts created from the data. Three types

terms). Li near regressi jons were made for each pair of, e Ianguageﬁ were then separated
into two groups based the number of color terms thefy fads inter- and intra-group distances

were compared for all distances. Both the chart and gwstlc NStaRgeS were used to reconstruct the

Results
It was ultimately found that both linguistic aps ances have an effect on the way that color
terms are used. The linear regressiogs for al\Jjsta aWid them to be correlated with high
statistical significance. Furthermo De:NKQber groups, the average intra-group distances were
smaller than the average inter-group™di sgNQat languages with similar numbers of color

rprisingly, it was possible to roughly predict

terms were close both linguisti \
ames, using multidimensional scaling.

the location of the languages Kasd
Conclusions/Discussion
This project has been a study of A

representative of using STE
behavior. It is also astep clop

Amerlcan African and
the best strategiesto

Summary
I found o m atlcally model the spread of culture, by looking at color termsin African
Languag

Help Received

| discussed my |deas with a professor, and he suggested | use multidimensional scaling, which helped me
further prove how correlated linguistic, geographic and chart distances were.
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