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Objectives/Goals Abstract \)
The objective of this science fair project was to determine the effecjires §{urg¥/glgments at dyeing
a Tagua nut, an Ecuadorian plant also known as "vegetable ivory"Aypa NSR Aing jewelry and
figurines.

Methods/M aterials
Sanded and sliced Tagua nut samples were exposed tgi aNQed from bbiled blackberries, beets,

and turmeric for up to 48 hours. Pigment saturation
Results
The Tagua nut slices had the strongest saturation in the bl ' Solution, earning a 5/5 on our
pigment saturation scale after 48 hours of exposure. 0sed to the beet and turmeric
solutions earned a 4/5 rating on our scale.
Conclusions/Discussion
atural piygents. The increased movement of
he cells, increased the saturation of the nut

{ may havs/ss pigment and more water in their
Qsults are important because this "vegetable ivory”

used to attract animal's. The beet an turmer S
vacuoles because they store water he plant.
could be areplacement for elephant tu ry.

Summary t
Wefou |g eated and extracted from blackberries was more effective at dyeing a Tagua nut
than turm solutions.

Help Received

Martha Cantos was |mportant to our introduction and understanding of the Tagua nut.
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